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Editorial 
The Place and Date 

The National Conference of the Brethren 
church for the year 1898 meets at Warsaw, 

Indiana, Winona Park, Thursday August 25, 

A. M., and closes Tuesday August 30, P. M., 
thus continuing in session six full days. 

Please keep in mind three things : (1) The 

place of meeting. (2) The date of opening. 
(3) The day of closing. You ought to be 

there when it opens and you ought to be 

there when it closes, that is to say, you 
ought to be there the six full days of the con- 

ference. If there is anything you wish to 

know about the conference you will be likely 
to find it in this number of the EVANGELIST. 

If however you should fail to find what you 

want to know, please write to C. F. Yoder, 
Warsaw, Ind., who is the general dispenser 

of all kinds of information touching the con- 
ference. 

This Week's Paper 

The reader will observe that this number 

of the EVANGELIST is given entirely to the 

work of the conference. All the regular de- 
partments of the paper are omitted, it being 

necessary to do so to make room for the 

lajge number of contributions treat ng some 

phase of our conference work. With so 

large a number of contributions there may 

be some repetition, yet we believe there is 
sufficient variety to hold the interest of the 

reader throughout. The paper goes out three 

weeks prior to the meeting of conference. 

This gives the reader time for meditation 
and thought, and the full benefit of whatever 

there may be in it that will contribute to the 

success of the meeting. On page 4 will be 

found the program of the conference. It is 

comprehensive and intended to cover all the 
different departments of our church work. 

It will be observed that large provision has 
been made for the social and spiritual ele- 

ments of the conference, and yet sufficient 

time is given to what we call the business 

part of our church work. We are pleased 
with this happy blending of the spiritual, the 

social and business features of the confer- 

ence. No one interested can read the pro- 
gram without feeling that there is a rich 

treat awaiting those whose privilege it will be 
to spend the week from August 25 to August 

30 at Winona Park. 

Prayer and Work 

It should be remembered that prayer and 
work are as inseparately connected as faith 
and works. If faith without works is dead, 
so also is prayer without work dead, a mere 
empty sound. To pray "Thy kingdom 
come," and yet do nothing practical to ad- 
vance the interests of the kingdom for the 
fulness of whose coming we have prayed is 
mocking God. To pray for a harvest of 
souls and yet refuse to engage in that work 
which is necessary to insure a harvest, is as 
truly folly as it would be for a farmer to pray 
for a harvest of grain while comfortably 
seated in his parlor reading a novel. The 
farmer can not consistently pray for a harvest 
until he has plowed, harrowed and fertilized 
the ground and planted the seed. Neither 
has the Christian a right to pray for a har- 
vest of souls unless he has made or is mak- 
ing similar provision. We must not pray the 
Lord to do what we can do ourselves. God 
does not work that way. He is with us in 
all our efforts to do good, and when we have 
reached the end of our poor capabilities, as 
we often do, then he will bring to successful 
completion what we have undertaken in his 
name, and which, without his aid would 
have ended in failure. When Mary and 
Martha had rolled away the stone from the 
grave of Lazarus they could go no farther. 
At that point Jesus takes charge and Lazarus 
is made alive. On that principle the Father 
yet works with his children. At the tomb of 
Jesus the angel rolled away the stone because 
the women could not. What we can do we 
must do, because God will not, and the reas- 
on he will not is because we can. 

The Next One 

An artist was once asked, "What is your 
best picture?" and answered, "My next." 
That was well answered for so it should be 
with all life's work. Our "next, whatever 
that may be, should be our best. Our next 
year, next month, week, day or hour, should 
be our best. The best conference we have 
ever held should be the next one. If not 
then we are not progressing, and indeed if it 
is not better than last year's then it will not 
be as good. It will be a sad day for any of 
us when once we have to look back among 
the past years, our past labors, our past ef- 
forts, for the best. That tells the story of 
the beginning of decay. It is in mournful 
tones that a man says he has seen his best 
days, speaking of the physical man. It 
means that in physical strength and vigor he 
is on the decline.    But this should never be 

said of the spiritual man. He never grows 
old, he has drawn draughts deep from the 
fountain of eternal youth, he is immortal and 
will live forever. The bloom of youth will 
never depart from him, and the last day of 
his life will be his best day. So may it be 
of all we do and say and think. Growing in 
years may we grow richer in grace, purer in 
heart and sweeter in love. 

Itli-sinir in Doing 
The Christian finds his greatest blessing in 

doing, not in possessing. It is true there is 
joy, fulness of joy, peace unspeakable in the 
pardon of sin, and in the possession of the 
life everlasting, but there is a joy and a 
blessing even above that, it is the joy of do- 
ing, of serving. The best friend we can 
have on earth is not the one who digs the 
rich treasures out of the earth for us, but he 
who inspires our own hand to open the rocks 
that we may find the treasures ourselves, who 
points us to the fountain where we may draw 
the water of life which if we drink shall never 
thirst again. The joy is in the digging, the 
pleasure in the drawing, no less than in the 
possession. Let no one rob us of the blessed 
joy and the sweet peace of doing and serv- 
ing. 

Time for Prayer 
It is urged that in order to have a good 

and therefore successful conference it is 
needful that we should pray much and pray 
earnestly at this time of conference. With 
this sentiment we heartily agree, but the time 
of prayer must not be so limited. We be- 
lieve that the success of our coming confer- 
ence will depend, not so much on the amount 
of praying that we may do now, or during 
the time of its sessions, as it will depend on 
the amount of prayer and work we have done 
during the time from the close of the last to 
the opening of this conference. Unless we 
have spent much time at the feet of Jesus 
during the year, and made a reasonable ef- 
fort to accomplish the great purposes of God 
in our lives, humiliation and confession may 
have to precede our prayer for the Spirit's 
power. 

To What l»ar|MMe.f 
To what purpose have you read the last 

book—perhaps it was a novel ? You speak 
in the highest praise of certain characters 
whom you specially admired for their sweet 
disposition, the spirit of self-sacrifice and 
helpfulness which had so large a place in 
their life. But to what purpose have you 
read the book ?    Are you now sweeter in dis- 


